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Abstract:

This research aims to identify the role of governments in encouraging the transition to a knowledge
economy, review the efforts of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to transition to a knowledge-based
economy, highlight the factors driving the transition to a knowledge economy in countries around
the world, and reveal the obstacles and challenges facing countries in their transition to a
knowledge economy, and used the descriptive approach that is based on analysis and comparison,
so that the efforts of governments that have been made recently to promote the knowledge-based
economy in countries around the world and in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in particular are
tracked, analyzed, and evaluated, in addition to analyzing the most important Factors for the
transition to a knowledge economy and an analysis of the obstacles and challenges facing countries
in their transition towards a knowledge economy. The research reached the following results:
Among the roles of governments in encouraging the shift towards a knowledge economy is
developing education and training, promoting scientific research and innovation, developing
technology infrastructure, reforming administrative systems and laws, and encouraging women’s
participation in the labor market. The government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is making
concrete efforts to transform towards a knowledge economy. It is taking deliberate steps to achieve
this. Among the obstacles and challenges facing countries in their transformation towards a
knowledge economy are the weakness and shortcomings of the educational and research system,
economic imbalance, and social distortions, in light of the research findings, the two researchers
presented a set of useful and important recommendations.
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